
On November 8 in the Hermansville, MI UMC and again on 
November 29 in the Ontonagon, MI UMC, God interrupted the 
worship services with phone calls to the Marquette District 
(DAC) Director of Lay Speaking Ministries, Bob Hampton.  As Bob 
was talking to the congregations, his cell phone was ÒsupposedlyÓ 
continuously vibrating even though he had it shut off.  Apologizing 
to the congregations he put his cell on speaker phone once he 
saw who was calling.  The conversation went something like this:

ÒHello.....Is this a joke?  Who is this?Ó

Over the speaker came a loud voice, 

ÒTHIS IS GOD!Ó

Bob replied,

ÒGod, IÕm so honored to get this call!Ó

God (aka Sandy Hampton) corrected him, 

ÒNo, Bob.  It isnÕt you that is to be honored, but 
someone else there in the congregation is.Ó

God then continued her conversation with Dorothy Duca, 
Hermansville UMC and Helen Kalivoda, Ontonagon UMC thanking 
them for their many years of faithful service as Lay Speakers. 

Dorothy Duca (age 95 on December 31, 2009) started in the 
1950Õs when Rev. Helen Royce was unable to preach due to 
illness, so Dorothy read Rev. RoyceÕs prepared sermon.  She then 
Þlled in for a six week period after that.

Helen Kalivoda (age 94 on January 1, 2010) took a class under 
Rev. Lloyd Christler in the late 1960Õs.  She continues to Þll in 
when called upon even with only a half hour notice.

God looked over their shoulders and read aloud the Distinguished 
Lay Speaker certiÞcates they each were awarded by Marquette 
District Superintendent Rev. Grant Lobb and Bob.

The Marquette District is very fortunate to have these two Òyoung 
at heartÓ women, who are inspiring and mentoring others in their 
congregations to become Lay Speakers.
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Dorothy Duca (Left), 
Helen Kalivoda (Right) 
look at their certiÞcates 
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awarded for Distinguished 
Lay Speaker over their 
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